
PROJECTS THROUGH 
PARTNERSHIPS

 
Capacity Development

   CIHR team collaborator in Circumpolar Health Research

   Development of Northern Research Ethics Boards

  Host Institute — 

  PHAC Public Health Officer (PHAC)

  PHAC Research Affiliate Program

  Northern Cochrane Network Site

  Statistics Canada Regional Data Centre

   Meetings —

  14th International Congress for Circumpolar Health

  Northern Governance Policy Research Conference

   Secretariat —

  Canadian Society for Circumpolar Health

   Social Economy Research Network
         of Northern Canada (NWT)

   Training —

  Circumpolar Health Research Summer Institute

  Dechinta Summer Health Promotion Course

  Northern Scholarships

Synthesis & Dissemination

   Community-Based Reports (PHAC PHO)

   Inuit Health Survey (advisory committee – indigenous
 organizations, McGill, U of T, territorial governments,
 regional health authorities, CMHOs, AHRN NU)

   Obesity Systematic Review (U of T, NIPH, GNWT, UM)

   Circumpolar Health Web Hosting & Design —

  Circumpolar Health Portal

  Dechinta Centre for Research and Learning

  Oral Health and the Aboriginal Child

  Circumpolar Rounds Podcasts

— circumpolarhealth.org —

Institute for
Circumpolar
Health Research

— ichr.ca —

HOW TO CONTACT US
For further information, contact:

Susan Chatwood, BScN, MSc
Executive and Scientific Director

Institute for Circumpolar Health Research
PO Box 11050

Yellowknife, NT
X1A 3X7 Canada

Tel: +1.867.873.9337
Fax: +1.867.873.9338

susan.chatwood@ichr.ca

Denise Kurszewski, MEd
Director of Research Development

Institute for Circumpolar Health Research
PO Box 1244

Inuvik, NT
X0E 0T0 Canada

Tel: +1.867.777.3886
Fax: +1.867.777.3831

denise.kurszewski@ichr.ca

Research

   Aklavik Climate Change and Health Determinants
 (community health committee)

   Aklavik Dietary Choices (community health committee)

   HPV Prevalence and Risk Factors (PHAC, territorial
 health authority, indigenous organizations, McGill)

   Inuvik Photovoice Project on Food Security and Climate
 Change  (ArcticNet)

   Monitoring and Surveillance of Water Borne Diseases in
 the Inuvialuit Settlement Region: Adapting to a Changing 
 Climate in the North (IRC, community health committee)

   Regional Health Survey Secondary Analysis – Chronic
 Diseases and Arthritis (Dene Nation, CYFN, U of T)

   Service Delivery Research Program (CHSRF,
 CGE-Health Innovation, U of T, STHA, YHSS, GNWT)

   Sexual Health Comic Evaluation (GNWT, HAN)

Find us on:



WHO ARE WE?

The Institute for Circumpolar Health Research [ICHR] is an 
independent research organization located in the 
Canadian North devoted to health research relevant to the 
circumpolar regions and their people.

WHAT DO WE HOPE TO ACHIEVE?

Our vision is:

“Building on the strengths and knowledge of all 
cultures to achieve health”

Our mission is:

“Fostering partnerships for the
development of northern health knowledge through 

research, facilitation, education, and knowledge 
synthesis”

WHO ARE OUR PARTNERS?

On a project by project basis, ICHR enlists a broad base of 
partners, who are engaged because the research area has 
particular relevance to their organization. Our partners 
include Indigenous governments, policy makers, health 
care providers, and community organizations. The 
partners provide guidance on research priorities and are 
involved in project implementation and interpretation of 
research findings. Such a partnership model thrives within 
a northern culture of consensus and close-knit communi-
ties and organizations.

HOW ARE WE FUNDED?

To date we have received substantial financial support 
through grants, contracts, and contribution agreements 
from territorial and federal government departments, 
national research granting agencies, and private founda-
tions. We are the only health research organization to 
receive a grant from the Arctic Research Infrastructure 
Fund in 2009 which enables us to develop research space to 
serve the North.

HOW ARE WE GOVERNED?

Incorporated under the Northwest Territories Societies 
Act, ICHR is an independent, non-profit organization 
affiliated with the University of Toronto as well as our 
circumpolar partner, the Greenland Institute for Circumpo-
lar Health Research.

Our Board of Directors is comprised of northerners from 
different regions with diverse expertise and experience. 
The board determines policies and strategic directions for 
the Institute. The Institute is under the overall direction of 
an executive and scientific director supervising a research 
staff and an administrative staff. The director also 
maintains a faculty appointment at the Dalla Lana School 
of Public Health of the University of Toronto.

An International Scientific Advisory Council consisting of 
eminent circumpolar health scientists provides strategic 
advice to the director.

WHAT TYPE OF RESEARCH
DO WE DO?

We have identified five research themes for development. 
These themes were selected for the likelihood for 
long-term sustainability given the strategic strengths of 
the North. They also reflect current capacity and the 
availability of northern-based researchers to serve as 
group leaders —

   Developing youth driven,
 community based participatory methods

   Improving health systems performance

   Monitoring changing population health status

   Understanding socioeconomic
 determinants of health

   Assessing the impacts of health research

The Institute appoints senior research fellows from univer-
sities across Canada and the circumpolar world who can 
participate in these research programs and mentor our 
northern-based researchers. 

WHAT OTHER ACTIVITIES
ARE WE ENGAGED IN?

While conducting research is our major focus, we are also 
actively engaged in —

Research Facilitation

We provide substantial logistical, technical, and adminis-
trative support to northern communities and organiza-
tions, regional health authorities, and national and interna-
tional teams conducting research in the North.

Research Training

We support the development of a new cadre of health 
researchers based in the North by providing scholarships, 
fellowships, and research allowance to graduate students, 
supervising trainees’ practicum and thesis research, and 
sponsoring and organizing workshops and training 
modules in specific health topics and research methods. 
Through our affiliation with the University of Toronto and 
University of Manitoba, we are also able to provide access 
to university library resources.

Research Synthesis, Exchange, and
Dissemination

To ensure rapid translation of research results to health 
policies, programs and services, the Institute promotes and 
maintains close linkages between researchers and 
decision-makers through workshops, briefings, and 
conferences. We synthesize and adapt research evidence 
for northern populations through systematic reviews, 
practice guidelines, expert panels, training courses, and 
consensus conferences.

The Institute is a co-publisher of the International Journal 
of Circumpolar Health and Circumpolar Health Supple-
ments. Our dynamic website provide valuable links to 
individuals, organizations, and resources related to circum-
polar health research, as well as hosting capacity for 
project-specific websites and electronic databases. We 
have a rapidly growing reference library and repository of 
circumpolar health books, reports, statistical data, and 
research protocols and welcome visitors to browse 
through our resources or consult our staff on research 
questions.


